CALLING ALL NATURALISTS AND NATURALIST WANNA-BEs to
"WEDNESDAYS in the WILD"
Natural History Talks/Workshops/Field Trips 1-3p.m. or As Noted 
APRIL – JUNE 2014
Apr 2nd  1-3pm Edibles Walk & Tasting ----------------------------- Bring boots! -------------------------- outdoor pgm—GPA/ICB
       Plant aficionado Nick Harby will lead a walk looking for wild edible plants through the woods & along the Wabash from Granville

       Public Access to Indian Creek Basin where Gus Nyberg (NICHES Executive Director) will have a pot of nettles ready for tasting!  
Apr 9th  9-11am Birds of the Bog ----------------------------- Bring binoculars! --------------------------------- outdoor pgm—LNC
       Avid birder Susan Ulrich will lead this morning walk along the marsh to look for early spring migrants and other interesting birds.
Apr 16th 7-9pm Probing Behind the Man in the Moon -------------------------------------------------------------- indoor pgm—LNC
       Dr. Jay Melosh (Purdue Professor of Earth, Atmospheric & Planetary Science) will discuss NASA’s GRAIL mission and how its 

       precise measurements of the Moon’s gravity field have begun to change ideas about how the Moon and Earth formed long ago!
Apr 23rd 7-9pm Earthworms: Real Ecosystem Engineers! ------------------------------------------------- indoor/outdoor pgm—LNC
       Earthworms benefit soils by their feeding, burrowing and casting activities. Dr. Eileen Kladivko (Purdue Dept. of Agronomy)

       will discuss earthworm ecology and the impact of soil practices on earthworm populations; her presentation will be followed by a 

       short hike to view earthworm middens in the nearby Celery Bog woods.
Apr 30th 1-3pm Wildflower Hike at Wright Rock Creek ---------------------------------------------- outdoor pgm—WRC/NICHES
       Join Bob Easter (NICHES Stewardship Manager) for a wildflower hike through the Wright Rock Creek Nature Reserve in Warren 

       Co. The property features a rich and diverse array of spring wildflowers, a skunk cabbage seep, and sandstone bedrock exposures. May 7th  1-3pm Emerald Ash Borer Update ------------------------------------------------------------------------- indoor pgm—LNC
       John MacDonald (Purdue Entomologist) and Lynn Layden (Chairwoman of West Lafayette Tree Friends) give a 

       presentation featuring the latest information on this threatening pest, and give ash tree owners a timeline for action.
May 14th 1-3pm Ross Hills Ramble ------------------------* wear sturdy hiking shoes -------------------------- outdoor pgm—RHP
       Tom Swinford (Regional Ecologist, IDNR Div of Nature Preserves) will lead hikers on an exploration of this local county park, 

       home to beautiful wooded ravines, hillside seeps, and the Wabash River riparian corridor. The hike will involve some hilly sections.* 
May 21st 1-3pm Native Shrub Hike --------------------------- (plus a few trees) --------------------------- outdoor pgm—WEEKS
       Sally Weeks (Dendrologist, Purdue Dept of Forestry & Natural Resources) will introduce us to many Indiana native shrubs

       planted on the Weeks' Fountain Co. property over the last 10 years, including several endangered species rarely seen in the wild. 
May 28th 8-10pm Attracting & Collecting Insects at Night ---------------------------------------------------- outdoor pgm—WNC
       As the summer sun sets, many insects emerge that are often not noticed during the day.  Jeff Holland (Associate Professor, 

       Purdue Landscape Ecology Lab) will first introduce selected methods of attracting & collecting insects at night and then give

       participants a chance to try out these methods near the banks of Burnett Creek!
Jun 4th  1-3pm CLEGG Wildflower Walk -------------------------------------------------------------- outdoor pgm—CLEGG/NICHES
       Clegg Memorial Garden is the new location of the NICHES Land Trust office. Walk wooded ravine trails with Gus Nyberg 

       (NICHES Executive Director) and enjoy the many wildflowers on this beautiful property along Wildcat Creek!
Jun 11th 1-3pm Up-close Bird ID using Mist Nets -------------------------------------------------------------- outdoor pgm—WNC
       Mick & Sally Weeks (Purdue Dept of Forestry & Natural Resources) will demonstrate the use of mist nets and identify 

       the birds that come to the nets during this program.  A wonderful opportunity to get an up-close look at our local birds! 
Jun 18th 1-3:30pm Monon High Bridge Trail Walk ------------------------------------------------------------ outdoor pgm—DELPHI
       Dan McCain (Canal Association Co-Founder) will lead a hike on the scenic section of the old Monon Railbed all the way out to the

       fabled High Bridge over Deer Creek. As we go on the rail trail we can observe spectacular views of this creek and valley from high

       up on the north escarpment. Birds, plants & history adorn the area. NICHES has property abutting the Monon Trail & Deer Creek in 

       honor of its donors Charles Gerard and his mother Mary. Dan will explain the potential new expanded nature park that is envisioned. 
Jun 25th 1-3pm Literature on the Land: A Literary Hike at Weiler-Leopold Nature Reserve -------- outdoor—W-L/NICHES
       Join Bob Easter (NICHES Stewardship Mgr.) & Mary Cutler (Tipp. Co. Naturalist) in an exploration of the sights of this beautiful 

       nature area while sharing literary gems from the works of Aldo Leopold—famed conservationist, author of A Sand County Almanac, 

       and the father of one of the prior owners of this Warren County property.
LOCATIONS of these FREE PROGRAMS which are OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
CLEGG/NICHES (CLEGG Memorial Garden): In Lafayette, on 400E (Eisenhower Rd) just south of its intersection with 200N.
DELPHI (Canal Interpretive Center): Meet at 1pm—1030 North Washington St (a dozen blocks north of the Carroll County Courthouse in Delphi).
GPA/ICB (Indian Creek Basin/NICHES): Meet at 1pm in the Granville Bridge Public Access boat launch parking area off Division Rd near CR 700 W.
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature Area): In West Lafayette, on north side of Lindberg Rd, between Northwestern and McCormick.
RHP (Ross Hills Park.): Take South River Rd/Division Rd past Ft. Ouiatenon, and past the Granville Bridge; then turn left on 875 W (at the Ravines 

       Golf Course). Follow signs for entrance to Ross Hills Park. Meet at Ross House parking area (1st parking area on the left after entering the park).
WEEKS (Mick & Sally Weeks’ Fountain Co. property): Meet at 1pm at property (LNC will have printed directions) OR 12 noon at LNC to CARPOOL.
W-L/NICHES (Weiler-Leopold): Meet at 1pm in Weiler-Leopold parking lot (directions at www.nicheslandtrust.org) OR 12:15pm at LNC to CARPOOL.
WNC (Wah-ba-shik-a Nature Center): In Battle Ground, at the end of the Battlefield Monument parking lot off N. 9th St.
WRC/NICHES (Al & Gladys Wright Rock Creek N.P.): Meet at 1pm in property parking lot (directions at www.nicheslandtrust.org) in Warren County 

       OR meet at 12 noon at LNC to CARPOOL to this NICHES property.
FOR MORE INFORMATION or TO HELP WITH PLANNING, contact:
Mary Cutler 765-567-2993; Dan Dunten 765-775-5172; Joan Mohr Samuels 765-567-7023, mohrsamuels@comcast.net
SPONSORED BY
Mary Cutler, Naturalist, Tippecanoe County Park & Rec Dept. —  Sycamore Audubon Society  —  NICHES Land Trust

Dan Dunten, Stewardship Director, West Lafayette Parks & Rec Dept.  —  West Central Chapter of INPAWS
